[Immunodepressive activity of the different fractions of the antilymphocyte serum obtained after separation on DEAE-Sephadex].
Three protein fractions were obtained after the separation of the antilymphocytic sera (ALS). The first and the second ones chiefly consisted of gammaglobulins, and the third fraction contained the rest serum proteins. The second fraction possessed the greatest lymphocytotoxic activity in vitro, and also immunodepressive activity in vivo; administration of this fraction to mice caused depression of antibody-producing cells in the spleen to 9.1 +/- 2.8 (90 +/- 28.9 antibody-producing cells per 1 X 10(6) cells in control). The first fraction possessed a much lesser immunodepressive activity, and the third one practically failed to depress the immune response.